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25 September 2026

Executive Headteacher Update

What another fantastic week we have had at Embleton! It is hard to believe that we have already
reached the end of Week 4 and are now halfway through our first half term. The weeks really are
flying by! The lovely September weather has allowed us to make the most of being outside and it has
been wonderful to see the children enjoying their learning, playing together and making the most of
the fantastic atmosphere we have around school.

Unfortunately, our planned Key Stage 2 golf trip to Goswick Golf Club had to be postponed this week.
I know this was disappointing for our children but we are looking at opportunities to reschedule the
visit, as well as exploring other sporting events alongside our partner schools. Throughout the year,
we want our children to have plenty of opportunities to get out of the classroom, represent
Embleton and take part in both competitive and fun sporting fixtures. There are lots of exciting
opportunities ahead! Our Year 5 and 6 children also have their trip next Tuesday, which | will be
joining them for and | am really looking forward to it.

Our Reception children have also been particularly busy this week completing their baseline
assessments. These give us a really clear understanding of where our children are starting from and
help us to carefully track their progress and identify the next steps in their learning. We have been
absolutely delighted with how positively our Nursery and Reception children have settled into
school. They have made a fantastic start and we are really excited about the year ahead. Well done to
all of our youngest children!

It was lovely to meet with our Academy Committee on Wednesday evening and have the
opportunity to get to know everyone properly. What a fantastic group of people you have supporting
Embleton. They are hugely commmitted to ensuring we achieve the very best outcomes for our
children in every aspect of school life. We had a really productive meeting and | am very excited
about the year ahead. If you would be interested in joining our Academy Committee, please do getin
touch with me — we are always happy to welcome new members.

We finished the week with our new Friday celebration assemblies and of course hot chocolate! A
huge well done to all of our award winners. It is always a pleasure to celebrate the wonderful
achievements and contributions of our children.

Have a wonderful weekend and enjoy the sunshine while it lasts!
Mr Shaw

Next week | am planning to be in school on Tuesday and Wednesday.
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Safeguarding

Embleton is commmitted to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in safeguarding
training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for. Our pupils
know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which
underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mrs Popay and Mr Shaw.
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Attendance

As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Embleton we feel we
provide one of the best experiences possible.

Current Whole School attendance is 95.68%. Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%.

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Starfish 96.67 97.66
Puffins 96.83 97.64
Orcas 97.46 94.91

Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like.
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

What are the risks of missing a day of school? ‘Being in school is important to your child's
achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils with the highest attendance throughout
their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher a pupil's attendance, the more they are
likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in exams and formal assessments.’ The
Education Hub - Department for Education.
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Classroom Updates - Starfish Class

There has been lots of superhero activity in our class this week from drawing superheroes, cutting
superheroes out, making superhero masks and capes, making superheroes from puzzle pieces,
writing superhero words and choosing our favourite super hero book! On Monday we played a tag
game with Callum and practised our ability to change direction and our spatial awareness. In the
tuff tray this week we have been balancing bears on bridges, printed with apples and explored
melting ice. We also used the Beebots this week. Beebots are bee-shaped floor robots that help
teach basic programming, directional language and computational thinking. There was some great
teamwork from the children instructing the Beebots to go forwards and backwards without
bumping into someone or something! We had a fabulous day at the beach this week where Starfish
learnt about starfish! We also had great fun running up and down the sand dunes and exploring the
top of the sand dunes where we used binoculars to help us see further away.
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Classroom Updates - Puffin Class

We had a brilliant time at Beach School on Thursday, enjoying some lovely weather as we created
observational shell drawings focused on intricate shapes and patterns. The children also refined their
throwing, catching, and target skills with physical activities on the sand before recreating Pudding
Lane's famous bucket chain to experience firsthand how challenging it was to fight the Great Fire of
London. Back in the classroom, we investigated healthy and unhealthy foods, learned why the Great
Fire spread so rapidly and drew vibrant story maps to accompany our English text, The Baker's Boy
and the Great Fire of London. In Maths, the year 2s were looking at number lines and estimating
where numbers belong on them whereas the year 1s were comparing groups using fewer and more.
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Classroom updates - Seals Class

What a busy and fantastic week we've had in Seal Class! In Art, we got a real hands-on taste of
prehistoric times by creating charcoal drawings of our hands, exploring how ancient artists used
natural materials. Building on our historical themes, our English lessons focused on writing
descriptive sentences about the bustling city of Pompeii. The children worked so hard to choose
exciting words that bring their writing to life!

In Science, we explored the digestive system and learned all about the functions of different organs.
The children were completely fascinated by the journey food takes through the human body. They'll
definitely have plenty to share with you at home! We have also been continuing to develop our PE
Skills with Callum.
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Classroom updates - Orca Class

Yet another week has passed where the children of Orcas have surpassed expectations. We're fully
getting to grips with P.E.E paragraphs in English, whereby pupils can back up their points of view
with evidence before neatly concluding their work. Year 5 has really understood rounding up to the
nearest 100,000 in maths. Year 6 meanwhile, have been looking at square and cube numbers.
Science has been interesting again this week- exploring the composition of blood. In French we've
continued body parts and can label the body accurately. We got the chance to get the glockenspiels
out in music and practiced Somewhere over the Rainbow as part of an ongoing project. It was
disappointing that the trip to Goswick Golf Club was postponed due to the rain, hopefully we'll hear
of a new date soon. Keep up the good work Orcas!
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Dates for your Diary

Embleton Vincent Edwards CE Primary School

Friday Flyer

Tuesday 29th September:

Orca trip to Endurance

Wednesday 7th October: 2pm

Trinity Tots into Starfish Class

Thursday 8th October: 9:15am

Harvest Festival ( Holy Trinity Church)

Friday 9th October: 1:30pm - 2:30pm

Starfish and Puffins - Alnwick Playhouse - Hay!

Tuesday 13th October: 3:30pm-5:30pm

Puffins, Seals and Orcas Parent Consultations

Wednesday 14th October

KS2 RAF Glider Challenge - In School

Thursday 15th October: 8:45am-9am

Open the Book

Tuesday 20th October: 3:30 — 5:30pm

Puffins, Seals and Orcas Parent Consultations

Friday 23rd October

Teacher Training Day - School Closed

Monday 2nd November

Teacher Training Day - School Closed

Wednesday 4th November 8.45am Orca class assembly
Seals - Alnwick Playhouse (Instrument Stories)
Starfish and Puffins - Ignite RE workshop
Thursday 12th November 8.45 Open the Book

Seals and Orcas - Ignite RE workshop

Wednesday 2nd December

Trinity Tots into Starfish Class

Monday 7th December

Christmas play dress rehearsal

Wednesday 9th December 2pm

Christmas Play

Thursday 10th December 2pm

Christmas Play

Monday 14th December

Starfish and Puffin Christmas party

Tuesday 15th December

Seal and Orca Christmas party

Wednesday 16th December

Christmas lunch and Christmas jumper day

Thursday 17th December 9.15am

Carol Service - Holy Trinity Church

Friday 18th December

Last day of term - School closes Tpm
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PE Days for the whole school are Monday and Thursdays.
Please send your children to school wearing their PE kits on their PE days. KS2 Children either
remove earrings or bring earring tape for PE.
Thank you

Stars of the week
Names:

Starfish: Amelia
Puffins: Annie
Seals: Elijah
Orcas: Aidan
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