
08.05.26 
Executive Headteacher’s Update 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Warm regards,
Mrs Diane Lakey 

Please can I remind you to come onto the school yard when you are collecting your child/children at the end of the
school day, as we worry about accidents happening around the parked cars- thanks! 

As we head into SATs week for our Y6 pupils, we want to take a moment to say thank you for all your support.
These tests are simply a way for the children to show what they’ve learned, but they only capture a small slice of
who your child is. Whether they are a brilliant artist, a kind friend, a talented athlete, or a tech whiz, these tests
don’t measure those wonderful qualities. Our main goal is for the children to feel proud of their effort and to stay
relaxed. Reassure them that as long as they try their best, that is more than enough. No one can ask for more
than their best effort! 

To support a gentle start to each day, Sats breakfast club will be available from 8.00am Mon-Thu, with breakfast 
or snack available, along with some relaxation techniques and last minute revision, as needed. Please try to
ensure that pupils are encouraged to prioritise sleep and remember that they are amazing: Year 6 pupils—you’ve
got this! 

Just a reminder about joining the school Facebook group, if you haven’t done so already: 

The group will be used for information, reminders and updates. We will continue to use Friday Flyers to share 
what we have been up to, as well as the website for information and publicity, and individual emails as needed. If
you are a parent/carer, grandparent, governor etc., please use the QR code to find the group and we will try to get
your access sorted as soon as possible. 





 

Attendance 
Class

Starfish

Puffins

Seals

Orcas 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Weekly attendance 

98.44

100

100

100 

Annual attendance 

96.75

93.44

91.48

92.8 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like.
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

What are the risks of missing a day of school? ‘Being in school is important to your child’s
achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils with the highest attendance throughout
their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher a pupil’s attendance, the more they are
likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in exams and formal assessments.’ The
Education Hub - Department for Education. 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill. 

Days in school 

Percentage
attendance 

190

100% 

Excellent 

186

98% 

Excellent 

180

95% 

Good 

175

92% 

Caution 

171

90% 

Cause for
concern 

170

<90% 

Serious
concern 



Classroom Updates - Starfish Class 

It has been another busy week of learning in Starfish Class. Inspired by Daisy Hirst’s ‘I Like Trains’,
the children have been mastering the art of simple train timetables. The Reception children are 
becoming quite the experts at telling the time to the o’clock and half-past. We also explored the art 
ofdialogue, using speech bubbles to imaginethe reunion betweenSmall Dogand his Granny in the story.To
strengthen those all-important fine motor skills, the children have been busy drawing detailed steam trains,
painting characters from the story and constructing train tracks from matchsticks and lollipops. The excitement
continued on Thursday as we joined the rest of the school for a whole school beach day of outdoor adventure,
building shelters and sandcastles, creating sand art, and diving into pirate drama. We rounded off the week 
with a very special milestone: Sir David Attenborough’s 100th birthday. To celebrate this we headed outside to
forage for natural materials to build a giant "100" and created a "Promise Tree," decorating it with leaves where 
we drew and wrote some small steps we can take to care for our wonderful world. 



Classroom Updates - Puffin Class 
Last Friday, Puffins had a lovely walk along to the Church as part of their RE unit, which is ‘Sacred
Places’. They were looking at a Christians sacred place. Whilst there they explored some features of 
a Christian church and thought of some words to describe how it makes them feel. This week they
have been finishing off their postcards based on the class text ‘Emma Jane’s Aeroplane’. The 
children have also continued to practise playing twinkle, twinkle little star on the glockenspiels. 
Puffins thoroughly enjoyed their whole school beach day on Thursday. They enjoyed mixing with the
other classes to take part in a range of activities. 



 
Classroom updates - Seals Class 
Itmay havebeen a shorter four-day week, but Seal Class certainly made every second count! We hope everyone
had a wonderful and relaxing bank holiday weekend. In Geography, we have been putting our map skills to the 
test by locating the various volcanoes across Italy, while in Art, the children have been busy creating vibrant
repeating patterns. Our Science lessons took a very practical turn as we discussed the importance of staying safe
in the sun. The children came up with some brilliant "top tips" for staying protected, so be sure to ask them for 
their expert advice as the weather gets warmer! One of the highlights of our week was spending a fantastic day at
the beach with the rest of the school. It was wonderful to see the children collaborating in mixed-age groups, 
taking part in a variety of outdoor activities and showing great teamwork. To wrap up the week, we enjoyed
celebrating a very special milestone: Sir David Attenborough’s 100th birthday! We spent time reflecting on his
incredible legacy and his passion for protecting our natural world. 



Classroom updates - Orca Class 
A short but very productive week this week in Orcas. I am not exaggerating when I say the pupils 
have written absolutely amazing pieces of work in English. It was no easy task to write a narrative of
Macbeth, Act 1, Scene 1. But wow, did they achieve brilliant results! The description and dialogue was
so imaginative and moody. In maths they have been working on translations and reflections and can
feel confident in their ability to solve problems on the topic really well. In geography we continued
looking at the Earth- in particular volcanoes. We had a wonderful treat on Monday as Amalia 
brought in the most delicious cake which represented the inner core, outer core, mantle and crust.
Further learning on ancient Greece occurred in History this week, with children thinking about how
they would address the Pnyx when trying to create new legislation. I want to give huge credit to 
Orcas for how well they showed care and compassion for the younger members of our school at the
beach on Thursday- they were really great role models. 



Stars of the week 
Names:

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 11th to Thursday 14th May

Monday 11th to Thursday 14th May

Monday 18th May am 

Wednesday 20th May 

Starfish: Daisy 
Puffins: Lucy 
Seals: Rosie Be 
Orcas: Cameron 

Friday 22nd May 

Y6 SATs Breakfast Club - Come into school for 8am 

Y6 SATs 

Seals Class NUFC Multi-sports Festival 

KS2 Visit to Newcastle City Mosque with Ellingham friends 

Starfish Parents’ Lunch

Half-term begins 

 
PE days for Reception Starfish, Puffins will be on Mondays and Wednesdays. Y6 will have PE on
Mondays. Y3, 4 and 5 will continue to swim on Mondays too. Please send your children to school

wearing their PE kits on their PE days. Thank you 
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