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Executive Headteacher’s Update

24.10.25

Dear Parents and Carers,

It is hard to believe that we have already reached the end of the first half-termm — the weeks have
certainly flown by! It has been a real pleasure getting to know our pupils and families, and | would
like to thank you all for the warm welcome and support you have shown since the start of term.

This half-term, staff have been busy not only in the classroom but also through a wide range of
professional development opportunities, such as Mentor and Designated Safeguarding Lead
refresher training, RE and EYFS network meetings and exploring strengthening our curriculum.
Together, we have also agreed a new school commitment plan, reinforcing our shared vision for
continuous improvement and teamwork across the school. | cannot remember how many times we
have ‘tweaked’ the timetable to make the most of everyone's skills and expertise, support individual
pupil needs, and keep the school running as smoothly as possible!

In addition, the new Pele Trust appraisal system has been introduced, helping to align professional
goals with the Trust's wider priorities and our school commitment plan.

You should have received notification of our Admissions Consultation, which runs until 9th
December, and is now aligned to Pele Trust. Any comments will be gladly received.

Please can you try to avoid parking on the main road, opposite the Garage, as this is causing visibility
issues for customers and could cause an accident- thanks.

It has been a busy and productive few weeks, and | am incredibly proud of all that our pupils and
staff have achieved so far. | hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved rest over the half-term break, and |
look forward to another exciting and successful half-term.

Warm regards,

Mrs Diane Lakey
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Attendance

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Puffins 92.39 94.69

Seals 90.67

Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like.
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 - 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

What are the risks of missing a day of school? ‘Being in school is important to your child’s
achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils with the highest attendance throughout
their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher a pupil’'s attendance, the more they are
likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in exams and formal assessments.’ The
Education Hub - Department for Education.
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What Parents & Carers Needito know about

/HOW TOICOMBAT/

Defined as "ongoing hurtful behaviour towards someone online”,
cyber-bullying makes its victims feel upset, uncomfortable and unsafe. In the digital world,
it has numerous forms — such as hurtful comments on a person’s posts or profile; deliberately
leaving them out of group chats; sharing embarrassing images ot videos of someone; ot sprea
gossip about them. Cyber- hullymg can severely impact a young person’s mental health .. so, in
suppmt of Anti-Bullying Week, we've provided a list of tips to help trusted adults know what to look
for and how to respond to it.
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Classroom Updates - Starfish Class

What a long, busy, and fun half term it's been! The children have settled in brilliantly, showing
fantastic motivation, enthusiasm and a wonderful attitude towards playing and learning. They have
also gained confidence, built friendships, worked well together and shown kindness towards one
another. Mrs Cotton and | are super proud of them all. In our role play area this week we have been
learning about Diwali, we have been creating mendi and rangoli patterns and have enjoyed dressing
up! We have had our best week so far with children completing Rainbow Challenges - well done!
Have a lovely half term and please share your adventures with us on Tapestry.
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Classroom Updates - Puffin Class

We have made it to the end of the first half term and what a jam packed 8 weeks it has been. | am
really pleased with the way everyone has settled into Puffin class and how focused on their learning
everyone has been. The highlight of this week has been the magnificent old suitcase we borrowed
from the Bailiffgate Museum in Alnwick, which was packed full of toys and games from the past.
There was so much to explore that we will need to continue looking at these well into the next half
term. These toys finished off our ‘What is History?’ unit where we have been taking a look into the
past to find out what it was like and comparing it to the present day. We couldn’t master all of them
- especially not the metal hoop and stick!! Much trickier than it looks! We have also been finishing
off our slider games and testing them out on Starfish class as well as playing a quick game of hockey.
Thank you for a wonderful start to the school year, and have a lovely half term! | cannot wait to hear
all about it when we return.
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Classroom updates - Seals Class

| cannot believe how fast the first half-term has gone! The children have all done an amazing job
settling back into the classroom after the summer break. Well done to the Year 3s in particular who
are persevering with the jump from KS1 to KS2 and trying their hardest in all they do. This week, the
children have been writing factual information from the Pebble in My Pocket. It is very hard to take a
text and summarise it in your own words and the children have strived to do their best with it. We
also had Joseph become Mr Hamilton for part of the afternoon in computing as he was very excited
to teach the other children to do radio messages on the Microbits. We have also been continuing to
learn about different journey milestones in RE and were very lucky to have Ignite come in to run an
Experience Harvest Workshop this week. | am sure you saw some of their wonderful work when they
came home on Monday. Have a wonderful half-term everyone and enjoy a well-deserved break.

Harvest
of the Garden j4
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Classroom updates - Orca Class

The first half term has ended and I'm really pleased with Orca Class. They've shown great
determination and perseverance in completing their studies. In English this week, we've continued
reading Loki and discussed conscience. Everyone participated well and contributed positively.
Unfortunately, we didn't get down to the beach on Thursday, but we had a very successful lesson in
the classroom. The children shared facts and opinions about pollution, before we had a philosophical
debate about which came first, the chicken or the egg? On Friday, during science the children
learned about aerodynamics and made predictions about which paper aeroplane out of 15 would fly
the furthest distance.
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Dates for your Diary

Friday 24th October to Tuesday
4th November

Half Term Break

Friday 7th November

Puffins and Starfish to Alnwick Playhouse to watch ‘The
Hare and the Tortoise’

Orcas to Alnwick Playhouse to watch ‘Poppy’

KS2 RAF Rockets workshop (in school)

Friday 14th November

Children in Need: dress in something spotty and bring a
donation, if you can.

Wednesday 19th November
9.00am

School photographs (Tempest)

Monday 1st December 09.30am

Experience Advent pupil workshop in Holy Trinity Church

Wednesday 3rd December
8.45am

Please note change of date
Seal class assembly

Thursday 4th December

Last beach school for this term

Tuesday 9th December 09.30

Christmas Play dress rehearsal

Wednesday 10th December 14.00

Christmas Play performance

Thursday 11th December 14.00

Christmas Play performance

Monday 15th December 13.00-15.10

Starfish and Puffins Christmas Party

Tuesday 16th December

School Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 17th December
13.00-15.10

Seals and Orcas Christmas Party

Thursday 18th December 14.00

Christingle Service in Holy Trinity Church

Friday 19th December

Christmas Jumper Day!!
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Stars of the week
Names:

Starfish: Rhea
Puffin: Elsie
Seal: Liam
Orca: Aidan
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WEEK|  MONDAY  TUESDAY ~ WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY

MARGHERTTA PLZZA CHICKEN KORMA GEOKDIE BANGERS CHICKEN GOUJONS VEGETABLE lASAGNA

MAINCOURSE Served with Roasted Served w (hR epved With Wash Served with Chips from the Jl| S¢7ved viith Sweetc
Pot: ts, Peas &

to Wedges & Beans &Na a d '05‘ Golf Clubt GarlicBre u

DESSERT VANILLA MUFFIN HOMEMADE FLAPTACK SELECTION OF HOMEMADE BISCULT GREEK YOGHURT4
FRESH FRULT FRUIT

WEEK?  MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY

CHICKEN BURGER gmm GAMMON TOMATO & MASCAPONE PASTA SAUSAGE ROLL CHILLL BEEF

Served with Ric
MAINCOURSE Sevadwith Roasted with Yorkshire Served with Chips from thelill, tW &Tortilla Op

F’tf de &B Pdd gmash&v Golf Club!
DESSERT STICKY TOFFEE CHEESE & CRACKERS TCE CREAM HOMEMADE SUGAR FREE JELLY
PUDDING & SAUCE WITH GRAPES SPONGE ROLL BISCULT

WEEK3  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY

FLSH FINGERS MINCE BEEF & DUMPLING CRICKEN PIE

MAINCOURSE Served with with Wedge: Served with Mash Potato [llSer dwmp li eNedwwtthpfomth ser dme sh Potato &

& Garden Pea: &Baby Carrots rlic Uf Clul xed Vegetables

b!
D ES S ERT STRAWBERRY ANGEL SCHOOL CAKE MELON & GRAPES HOMEMADE BELGIAN WAFFLE WITH
DELTGHT BISCULT FRULT & CREAM

ALL OUR DISHES ARE PREPARED ONSITE BY OUR SCROOL COOK MANDY
LOOK OUT FOR HER FANTASTIC THEME DAYS!

EVERY THURSDAY WE TAKE OUR STUDENTS TO THE BEACH FOR LUNHC!

MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE & ALLERGEN INFORMATION AVATLBLE
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Embleton Primary Fundraising Charity — EPFC
Annual General Meeting Agenda
18" November 9pm on Teams

EPFC AGM | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams

Parish Rooms, Embleton

Agenda

1.1 Election of EPFC Committee for 2025 - 26
- Committee Members and Trustees
- Chair
- Treasurer
- Secretary
- Media
1.2 Accounts report for 2024-25
1.3 Fundraising target, budget contribution and funding plan — overview
1.4 Plan of activities for 2025-26 - overview

1.5 AOB

1.6 Next meeting date confirmation
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