
 
 

 
Executive Headteacher’s Update 

17.10.25 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It’s been another busy, productive week in school, so please enjoy seeing what everyone 
has been up to in the class pages. 
 
It is great seeing pupils arrive at school via scooter or bike, but I would love to see them 
wearing bike helmets so we protect those clever, precious brains! 
 
Puffin children’s publishers have made schools and libraries aware of an issue with some of 
their books, which I want to share with you in case you have any of these books at home. 
The books are by Andy Cope, including those in the Spy Dogs, Spy Cats, and Spy Pup series. 
Within the books, there is a link which encourages children to find out about additional 
information told during the story. The link is intended to take children to Mr. Cope’s 
webpage, however, the page is no longer owned by him and instead the link will direct 
children to a webpage now owned by a third party which contains inappropriate content. 
The content of the actual stories are fine to read, however, if any children access the link 
with the intent to learn more about the story online they will be exposed to highly 
inappropriate materials. 
Please see the BBC link below for further information. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn7631z8343o 
 
 
 
Thank you  for your ongoing support. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Mrs Diane Lakey 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn7631z8343o


 
 

 

Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Starfish 90.57 97.61 

Puffins 97.98 96.07 

Seals 88.89 93.84 

Orcas 88.89 95.45 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school? ‘Being in school is important to your child’s 
achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils with the highest attendance throughout 
their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher a pupil’s attendance, the more they are 
likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in exams and formal assessments.’ The 
Education Hub - Department for Education.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Safeguarding Update  

 
 



 
 

 
Classroom Updates - Starfish Class 
 
This week our book has been ‘Astro Girl’ by Ken Wilson-Max.  In the story the girl wants to be an 
astronaut when she is older.  We have been chatting about what we want to be when we grow up.  
We have had an amazing week with Rainbow Challenges with nearly all the Reception children 
completing all seven over the course of the week.  Well done Starfish!  This week in the home corner 
we have been thinking about growing.  We have been measuring each other with a height chart and 
even measuring baby Penelope.  We have looked at our baby photos to see how we have changed. 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 



 
 

 
 

Classroom Updates - Puffin Class 
 
This week in Puffin class we have been writing diary entries.  We were writing in the role of 
Rqapunzel and thinking about her life locked up in the tower.  We had some lovely descriptive 
adjectives being used.  Year 1 have been looking at systematic number bonds in maths while the 
Year 2s looked at adding up by making 10 first.  We tried out a bit of hockey in PE on Monday, wrote 
word lists for our slider game in Design Technology and looked for shapes in our faces as part of our 
Art lessons. We also enjoyed exploring ScratchJr in Computing.  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Classroom updates - Seals Class 
 
In Seal Class, this week we have been learning about Pebble's journey through time. We have been 
looking at Golden Words and Lines that the author has used to describe how the Earth has changed. 
They all did a fantastic job. We have also been learning about trust and building trusting 
relationships in PSHE. In Geography, we have explored where our food comes from and looked at 
food miles. Some of our class went to the Cross Country at Ellingham. They had an excellent time. 
Well done to the Year 3 Boys Team who won a trophy.  
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Classroom updates - Orca Class 
 
Another impressive week by Orcas. Year 5 have been successful in adding and subtracting 5 and 
4-digit numbers in maths as well as being able to use estimation to calculate approximate results. 
Year 6 have been able to solve problems using multiplication and long division. In music the children 
were creative by composing a piece of music using a picture as stimulus. They then performed their 
compositions.     
 

  

  

 



 
 

 
 
 

Cross Country Competition at Ellingham Primary School 
 
It was a pleasure taking some athletes to Ellingham for a cross country event. There was 
strong competition from seven other schools, however, Amalia was victorious as the first girl 
back in the Year 6 race. The Year 6 team, consisting of Amalia, Polly and Faye were also the 
winning team in the Year 6 girls competition. A huge well done to them. Also in Year 6 Ella 
ran really well and with determination, as did Lucas and Oscar. Martin decided on the day 
to run in both the Year 5 race as an individual, coming in 5th, and the Year 6 event to 
complete the boys team. Year 4 saw Rosie have a strong run and a great sprint finish. The 
Year 3 team of William, Edwin and Elise ran incredibly well as a team and brought the first 
place trophy back to Embleton! 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 20th October 13.00-14.00 Experience Harvest workshop for Y3&4 pupils 

Wednesday 22nd October 
12.30pm 

Orca Parent Lunch 

Friday 24th October to Tuesday 
4th November 

Half Term Break 

Friday 7th November Puffins and Starfish to Alnwick Playhouse to watch ‘The 
Hare and the Tortoise’ 
Orcas to Alnwick Playhouse to watch ‘Poppy’ 
KS2 RAF Rockets workshop (in school) 

Friday 14th November Children in Need Day (wear something spotty!) 

Wednesday 19th November 
9.00am 

School photographs (Tempest) 

Wednesday 26th November 
8.45am 

Seal class assembly  

Monday 1st December 09.30am Experience Advent pupil workshop in Holy Trinity Church 

Tuesday 9th December 09.30 Christmas Play dress rehearsal 

Wednesday 10th December 14.00 Christmas Play performance 

Thursday 11th December 14.00 Christmas Play performance 

Monday 15th December 13.00-15.10 Starfish and Puffins Christmas Party 

Tuesday 16th December School Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday  17th December 
13.00-15.10 

Seals and Orcas Christmas Party 

Thursday 18th December 14.00 Christingle Service in Holy Trinity Church 

Friday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day!! 

 
 
 



 
 

 

Stars of the week  
Orcas: Ella 
Seals: Connie 
Puffins:  Adam 
Starfish: Emma 
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